
O U R  Y I C H U S  ·  F E AT U R E D  FA M I LY

The Keeper of the Names
Milan Goldberger · Menashe (מנשה)
Ben’s grandfather · Goldberger line · 1928 – 2023

Born 5 October 1928
(Hoshana Rabbah
5689), Vukovar

Died 10 December 2023
(third light of
Chanukah 5784),
Jerusalem; buried
Mount of Olives

Hebrew name Menashe son of Reb
Yaakov

Full name Milan Emanuel
Goldberger

Arrived Philadelphia, 21
January 1946, on the
Formosa from
Copenhagen

Married Sulamith (Sue)
Lebovics, Bronx
Borough Hall, 14
August 1950

Children Thirteen

Work Furrier, oil-burner
mechanic, diamond
cutter, building
manager

Born on Hoshana Rabbah in Vukovar, Milan Goldberger
escaped occupied Denmark at fifteen, crossed the Atlantic
alone at seventeen, raised thirteen children in New York,
and carried the family’s memory of its cantors.

Milan Emanuel Goldberger was born at Vukovar on 5 October 1928,
Hoshana Rabbah 5689, the eldest son of the cantor Eugene
Goldberger and Helena Berkovits. By family account he may have
been born on the road, during his father’s tryout visit for the
Vukovar post. His Hebrew name was Menashe, after his grandfather
Emanuel. He spent his early years at Troppau and then, from about
1934, in Copenhagen, where his father had become chief cantor. At
home his parents spoke Hungarian to each other and German to the
boys, who grew up Danish.

On 9 April 1940, at eleven, he watched from his window as German
planes flew over Copenhagen. He went on to study at a Copenhagen
business college and once saw an underground bomb blow out the
windows across the street. In October 1943, at fifteen, he scouted
the street for the family when the Gestapo came. In his own memory
the Germans arrived with a truck at night while the family hid
silently in the bedroom, and they later waited in the bushes near the
airport before sailing in a small fishing boat, pretending to fish as a
German plane passed over. The Swedish police reports show the
whole family leaving Copenhagen at 9 p.m. on 2 October 1943 and
landing at Limhamn that night. In Gothenburg, while his younger
brothers went to school, he was put to work, apparently for a furrier.

On 21 January 1946 he landed alone at Philadelphia from the
Swedish ship Formosa: seventeen, a student, stateless, his passage
paid by his father, bound for the Ner Israel rabbinical college in
Baltimore. In 1949 he met Sulamith “Sue” Lebovics on the beach at
Rockaway, and they married at Bronx Borough Hall on 14 August
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1950; he was then a fur designer living in Montreal. Thirteen chil‐
dren followed, the eldest born in Maryland during the Baltimore
years.

He made his living with his hands and his wits: as an oil-burner me‐
chanic, for about ten years in the fur trade making mink coats, in
plastic slipcovers, in diamond cutting, and managing apartment
houses in Harlem. He was naturalized in Brooklyn in 1956, the peti‐
tion describing him as a furrier, five feet eleven, with brown hair
and eyes. The family lived in Long Beach, New York, where his fa‐
ther stayed with him for a time. In 1987 he made aliyah to
Jerusalem to care for his ageing parents.

It was Milan who kept the family’s memory of its cantors: the alter‐
nating names, Menashe ben Yaakov ben Menashe ben Yaakov,
which, as he said, “went back and forth.” That memory became the
key that later identified his great-great-grandfather Markus
(Yaakov) Goldberger in the registers of a Slovak village. At about 88
he recorded his own testimony with Yad Vashem in Jerusalem. Sue
died in 2019. Milan died on 10 December 2023, the third light of
Chanukah 5784, and was buried beside her on the Mount of Olives.

His story is told by his own Yad Vashem interview and by the
records of his new life: the Philadelphia arrival card of 1946, the
Bronx marriage certificate of 1950, the Brooklyn naturalization peti‐
tion of 1956, and his matzevah in Jerusalem.

From the archive

Arrival card, Philadelphia, 21 Jan 1946,
M.S. Formosa from Copenhagen: Milan
Emanuel Goldberger, 17, student,
stateless; mother Helena in Copenhagen;
passage paid by his father

Marriage certificate (license BX 6377),
1950

Petition for Naturalization No. 554178,
EDNY 1956
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Milan & Sue (1980s) Milan at home in Jerusalem, 1994 His Yad Vashem testimony: summary +
full transcript (PDF)

Matzevah, Mount of Olives
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